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ABSTRACT

Following the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the United Nations Partition Plan of 1947, the first
major military confrontation in the Palestine broke out almost immediately after the declaration of
the State of Israel in 1948, under the leadership of David Ben-Gurion. Thereafter, several wars have
exploded in the heat of the volatility that engulfs the region. Since the days of the Camp David
Accord and the other peace treaties facilitated by the United States, the subject of a Two-State
Solution has not only been proposed but has constituted the centrepiece of every Peace Agreement.
This paper is critical on the possibility and applicability of a Two-State solution, and this criticality is
predicated on the obvious constraints the formula is readily faced with, such as the status of the
Palestinian State in the asymmetric power relations with the State of Israel; international recognition
by major powers; territorial definition of the Palestinian State; the liberty of the Palestinian
government to demonstrate sovereignty (internal and external) and the problems of rebuilding war-
torn infrastructures. To strengthen her hegemony, the lIsraeli government would always adopt
extreme measures in curtailing and dealing with the aggressions perpetrated by Hamas (if not
obliterated) and other emerging anti-lsrael organizations. Installing a permanent security
architecture that overlooks the territory of the Palestinian State like a Hawk, appears the only
foreign policy option to keep Hamas and other anti-Israel organizations at bay, in a bid to ensuring
the territorial integrity of Isreal. This means the State of Isreal would practically exercise control over
a quasi-independent Palestinian Arab nation, making her a political puppet or semi-colonial entity of
Isreal. This anticipated precarious political situation holds a nail to bury the possibility of a two-state
solution (of equal political status and sovereignty) in a coffin. This paper also recommends a closely
monitored process of attainment of sovereignty of the Palestinian State as a major precursor to the
application of the two-state solution. This could be achieved through a long term plan of rebuilding
damaged infrastructures, building trust between warring parties, and an assented borderline
definition. The moment this promising initiative successfully brings Israel to willingly recognize the
sovereign status of the Palestinian State, graciously marks the success of the proposed two-state
solution.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The brilliance in the strategic shuttle diplomacy of Theodor Herzl’'s World Zionist Movement
initiated in the spirit of nationalism from the mid 1800 for the ultimate purpose of
establishing a homeland for the Jewish people in Palestine, interestingly metamorphosed
into deals that aligned with the military demands of global politics at the time in birthing
the groundbreaking Balfour Declaration of 1917, which created a piercing edge that
carved a huge advantage for the Zionist people. The United Nations Partition-Plan of 1947
became the political incubator that eventually helped in no small measure in hatching the
dream of a Zionist country in Palestine, as the Jewish people rallied under the leadership of
David Ben-Gurion in declaring the sovereign State of Israel in 1948 (Shoaib, 2024).

Unbeknownst to the celebrating Jews, the declaration had caused a huge contour in the
Arab architecture on the other side of the geopolitical divide, which was uneasy with the
carving out of space for a Jewish State in an Arab land. This uneasiness was driven by
rage, which precipitated the first organized military conflict between the Jews and the
Palestinian Arabs, where it was recorded that the Palestinian Arabs enjoyed a huge support
from the Arab world in what became popularly known as the 1948 War of Independence.
The Arabs had vowed never to recognize the State of Israel and projected as a major
foreign policy objective, which was the destruction of the State of Israel.

This conspicuous policy objectives, which constituted the big picture the Arab world was
raveningly determined to realize, defied any form of deterrence and engineered the
sandbags of consequential wars that followed - the 1956 Sinai Campaign, the 1967 Six
Days war, the 1973 Yom Kippur war etc. And the initial refusal of the Palestinian Arabs to
concentrate on establishing a sovereign state rather than planning wars in attempts to
destroy the State of Israel created more problems both for the Palestinian people and the
cause of world peace.

This paper is not intended to adjudicate the case of what side has stronger evidences to
deserve global empathy but to dissect and discuss the challenges the proposed Two-State
solution is readily faced with, and the catastrophic consequences invented by the sting of
the October 7t invasion of the State of Israel by Hamas, which has viciously precipitated
an Odysseus war prominently featuring gruesome and unprecedented deaths of civilians
and destruction of infrastructures. This crisis is feared to likely constitute one of the
defying crises that may usher in the dreaded Third World War if an effective political
mechanism is not put in place to contain it.

The establishment of a One-State structure where the Palestinian Arabs would be
compelled under the political authority of Israel is radically impossible. That is why the
proposed Two-State solution, though critically challenged in terms of conceptual
parameters, appears the most viable solution. Nicole (2023) strongly agrees with this
postulation in his assertion that the two-state solution is not the only approach to solving
the age long Israeli-Palestinian debacle but it is the mainstream proposition by the
international community for several decades.

2. ATTITUDE OF THE PALESTINIAN ARABS THAT CHANGED THE GEOGRAPHICAL NARRATIVE

The United Nations in its capacity through diplomatic interventions in the bloodletting
Middle-East crises invented the 1947 Partition-Plan, which originally birthed the two-state
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idea as a way of demonstrating high-profile neutrality and instituting a lasting solution. It
could be objectively argued that if the Arabs had wholeheartedly embraced and
intentionally aligned with the technicalities of the United Nations Partition-Plan just like the
Jews did, the negative energy engineering the volatility of the region would have been
punctured and deflated; and a relatively de-facto peace would have doused tensions. The
structures and institutions of a brilliant Palestinian Arab nation would have been built and
consolidated over the years, and a relieving narrative would have characterized
contemporary events in the region. But the Arab world chose to be defiant of the peace
initiative and outrightly rejected the UN Partition-Plan. The Arab world openly declared
never to recognize the State of Isreal and to utterly destroy it.

Toameh and Lazaroff (2011) in their report published in the Jerusalem Post revealed how
Mahmoud Abbas, the President of the Palestinian Authority regretted the decision of the
Arab world in their rejection of the UN Partition-Plan because it created a space for the
Jewish people in an Arab land. Mahmoud Abbas could be recorded to have agreed it was a
colossal error but questioned why the Palestinian Arabs were punished for 64years (as at
2011). That monumental error has created a huge humanitarian disaster for the
Palestinian people; gross loss of territorial space and an unfulfilled dream of a Palestinian
State. And for as long as this aggression continues, the Palestinian people may be
completely subsumed under the Israeli authority in a One-State structure.

Shoaib (2024) postulated that, while the Arab League rejected the Partition-Plan, the
Jewish people took advantage of the opportunity not because it satisfactorily apportioned
Palestine to the Jewish people, but as a strategic foothold to establish a base from where
the Jewish community would be consolidated and expanded over time. So as it were, the
Palestinian Arabs played into the hands of the Jewish agenda of expansion by rejecting the
Plan and opting for war. Those wars provided lucrative platforms for Jewish expansion to a
point where a UN resolution (242) was required to make Israel return some of those
conquered territories like Jericho, Gaza, Sinai, Golan Height and etc.

Several military confrontations have been recorded since 1948 that have not just
damaged but upturned the architectural underlay of what would have gradually created
two neighbouring States of equal political status as planned by the UN. The wars have
drastically shrunk the territorial size originally allotted the Palestinian Arabs and gradually
ruining the dream of a Palestinian Arab nation in Palestine. The Israeli military expeditions
have severely encroached the Palestinian Arab lands and permanently possessed it by
aggressively expanding Jewish settlement across conquered territories. It is expedient to
espouse that those lands where the Jewish settlements sit were conquered by blood
through wars and the Israelis consider it is unfair to ask for a return conquered territories.

3. CONCEPTUAL PARAMETERS OF A MODERN STATE

It becomes imperatively crucial to discuss the conceptual parameters surrounding the
establishment of a modern State in an attempt to unravel and predict futuristic political
narratives in the geography of the Palestine. Since most resolutions constituting the
centrepiece of a Peace Agreement evolve around a Two-State solution, an indebt and
objective construction of the elements that characterize a modern State would
undoubtedly create a just and reliable framework for a continuous appraisal of the degree
of alignment the intended Palestinian State achieves in terms of status and in her dealings
with neighbouring Israel. The provisions of the famous and incontestable articles
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chronicled in the 1648 Westphalia Treaty, which ended the 30-years war in Europe and
designed a global framework for modelling contemporary international relations is
considered most appropriate to adopt in establishing a universal perspective of the
paraphernalia of a modern State. The Westphalia treaty is credited for robustly espousing
the Sovereign Character that defines a modern State (Becky, 2024).

Sovereignty is a very weighty word that encapsulates the nitty-gritty of Statehood. It is a
mark of respect and honour that gives a State its place in the comity of nations. It gives a
country the right to exist in the global environment without fear of being pushed into
extinction. It empowers a people to determine their political and economic destinies
without having to align with externally dictated methods and patterns. It creates the luxury
of enjoying independence from foreign forces and controlling internal matters within the
confines of a State. It explains the status of equality amongst States irrespective of size,
population and geography.

Secondly, a clearly defined territory for settlement is essential to statehood. The identity of
a people gains prominence when there is a geographical space tied to it. When a living
space is lost, the extinction of identity is greatly feared. So there ought to be a clearly
mapped out territory where sovereignty would be sufficiently demonstrated. In the build-up
to statehood, a people is expected to possess a living space (territory), an independent
government and sovereignty (internal and external).

4. CONCEPTUAL PARAMETERS OF A TWO-STATE SOLUTION

The idea of a two-state solution as conceptually gleaned and framed from standards
captured within the framework of the 1648 Westphalia treaty is such that pictures a
geographically situated independent Palestinian State next to the State of Israel and
globally perceived as equals with clearly defined territories and independent governments
operating within the parameters of sovereignty. It is a picture of a Palestinian State
possessed with a strong Sovereign Character not just recognized but respected by the
government of Israel. It speaks of a free Palestinian State with permanent borderline and
an indigenous institution of government forged without external strings designed to control
its behaviour (Chris, 2025). It is a dream of an Israeli nation that would not have to worry
about hunting for intelligence to thwart aggressions planned by an anti-Israel group, and
such that comfortably relies on an enduring treaty with the people of Palestine.

5. CHALLENGES OF THE APPLICATION OF THE CONCEPTUAL PARAMETERS of A TWO-STATE
SOLUTION

The conceptual architecture of a modern State as defined by the Treaty of Westphalia
creates a concern and constrain for the globally proposed Two-State solution. Except there
is going to be a redefinition of the modalities for ease of gradual realization of the
demanding task of aligning with conceptual assumptions, achieving a modern State status
for a Palestinian State remains an uphill task and a threat to the reality of good
neighbourliness between the State of Israel and the proposed Palestinian State. The threat
to good neighbourliness would be predicated on the continued perception of the
Palestinian State as an aggressor nation that may require an imperial hegemony or neo-
colonial relations to tame.
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The situation looks bleaker and uglier when closely observed for a search of an iota of
reality of neighbouring equilibrium. And then it looks clumsy and cumbersome like a maze,
considering the perceived plethora of challenges stemming from the uneasiness and near
impossibility of compromising and shifting grounds, especially for Israel and her strongest
ally United State. The undeniably overwhelming constrains raise more questions for the
possibility of the application of the formula than proffering solutions. As a matter of fact,
Antonio Gutteres, the secretary General of the United Nations has expressed the fear of a
failed two-state solution, asserting it has almost reaching a point of no return (Malek,
2025).

He infers that the resultant consequence of a failed two-state solution is most likely the
expulsion of the Palestinians from Gaza or an Israeli umbrella government that colonizes
Palestinians. This is most likely going to deepen the already horrible situation in Palestine
as the idea of a mass expulsion would be rejected by the Palestinians and neighbouring
Arab nations.

6. HUMANITARIAN CRISIS AND DAMAGED INFRASTRUCTURES

Since the outbreak the war, the degree of humanitarian crisis has been unprecedented.
The 140 square miles Strip had a population of 2.1 million people (Britannica, 2025). And
of this figure, at least 1.9 million people, constituting 90% of the population have been
displaced (UNRWA Report, 2025). Malek (2025) asserts that the humanitarian situation in
the Gaza Strip has gone from bad to worse to beyond imagination. Some disturbing details
of the humanitarian crisis as gleaned from the July, 2025 report of the UNRWA are stated
below:

o People are now confined to ever-shrinking spaces owing to the fact that 86% of the
Gaza Strip is now within the Israeli-militarized zone;

e The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) postulated that
the Israeli Defence Forces have continued to kill and seriously injure Palestinian
Arabs while scavenging for food;

e The food security situation in Gaza is fast deteriorating;

e There is a disturbing result of high level malnutrition amongst children under five
years of age after being screen. This is as a result of the Israeli blockade that ran
for several weeks.

e One in ten children screened in UNRWA health facilities across the Gaza Strip is
malnourished.

The degree of infrastructural damage has been very severe. The United Nations Satellite
Centre (UNOSAT) has been closely monitoring this ugly development and recently
published the 9t update of its assessment of the degree of infrastructural damage in the
Gaza Strip. The report indicates that
...66% of damaged buildings in the Gaza Strip account for 163,778
structures in total. This includes 52,564 structures that have been
destroyed, 18,913 severely damaged, 35,591 possibly damaged
structures and 56,710 moderately affected (Van Damme, O & Anne-
Sophie, F. C, 2024).

The dilapidating infrastructural reality combined with the deadly humanitarian crisis in the

Gaza Strip desperately shift attention from the thought and discourse of a political identity
through the establishment of a Palestinian State to the urgent need to attend to the
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humanitarian crisis. This shift is threatening the possibility of the establishment of a
Palestinian State in the foreseeable future. The international community and the people of
Gaza are compelled to focus more on resolving the humanitarian crisis and rebuilding
damaged infrastructures than clamouring for a sovereign state. Rami (2024) espoused
that the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) held in January, 2024,
projected it would require tens of billions of dollars (approximately $18.5 billion) to be
expended in decades in a reconstruction plan. The willingness of the international
community is fundamental in realizing this.

If that figure was projected in January, 2024, then about twice that figure and duration
would be projected by virtue of current realities. Considering the harsh global economic
situation, raising over $40billion dollars for a reconstruction agenda is going to require
more than charity.

7. INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION

The fate of emerging nations in terms of recognition, which constitutes an integral part of
the architecture of sovereignty and the right to exist as an entity in the global space is
sternly determined by the major players in global politics. These powers have assumed
defining positions that define the alignment or positioning of other nations in the system.
When the State of Israel was declared in 1948, the United States, Britain and other major
players readily recognized her; by these recognitions, the State of Israel has not just
existed, but has survived the storms of wars that threatened her existence. But where the
interests of the major players are not in alignment with the emergence of a State, such
emergence may suffer a political stiff-neck.

When the nation of Catalonia was getting ready to break away from Spain in 2017, the
cause of independence was dragged into the storms of the intricacies of global politics and
was eventually laid to rest following the arrest of some of the separatists that spearheaded
the movement. Also the declaration of the People’s Republic of Biafra in 1967, a
secessionist group led by Col. Chukwuemeka Ojuwu Odumegwu that attempted to break
away from Nigeria, suffered the same fate. If countries like the United States, Britain and
France had readily recognized Catalonia and Biafra, those emerging countries would have
survived.

Most nations in the Arab world have been literally caught in the web of the American
foreign policy forged for the Middle-East and would systematically align with the American
position on matters pertaining to the region. So, relying on the support of the Arab world
and small players in world politics in the declaration of independence may not achieve
much owing to the determining involvement of major players like the United States in the
situation. The United States, which has supported a Two-State solution since the days of
the Camp David Accord has been found being quite antagonistic simultaneously; especially
following the October 7t 2023, assault where it openly proclaimed through Anthony
Blinken that Israel has the right to defend itself and to ensure such ugly incident never
reoccurs.

This position has been consolidated through uninterrupted and unwavering supply of
military hardware in support of military expedition in Gaza. Report has it that the United
States has repeatedly vetoed several UN resolutions that would have enhanced the cause
of Gaza (Al Jazeera, 2025). This is a political handwriting that portrays the position of the
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US government not in support of a Palestinian State in the foreseeable future. As a mater
of fact, Furness (2025) espoused that a diplomatic demarche warning allied countries of
the consequences of recognizing Palestinian Statehood has been sternly communicated.

Global empathy stemming from the humanitarian disaster in Gaza and the West Bank has
resulted in the recognition of the Palestinian State by a number of European nations. As a
matter of fact, Emmanuel Macron could be recorded to have pledged French recognition,
hoping it would solve the problems in the region (Landale, 2024). But despite these
recognitions, Israel is still using US supplied military hardware in devastating expeditions in
Gaza. And with Iran entering the war, the recognition of some of these European nations
would become controversial as they would be compelled in the name of NATO (North
Atlantic Treaty Organization) to supply more weapons to Israel to be used in perpetrating
the war. As it were, these recognitions are mere lip service engineered by empathy. A true
Palestinian State would require the endorsement of a major player like the United States
after satisfactorily executing foreign policy objectives.

8. TERRITORIAL DEFINITION

The territorial definition of the proposed Palestinian State promises to constitute a clog in
the wheels of the calculated progress the Two-State formula predicts. What factors would
be considered in drawing or defining the borderline of the Palestinian State considering the
rapid and aggressive spread of the Israeli settlement across the occupied territories?
Would the 1947 Partition-Plan be compelled to prevail? How would the Israeli government
be compelled to withdraw from already established settlements owing to the huge financial
and infrastructural investments? Would the Palestinian State government be made to pay
for the infrastructural investments lavished on those settlements? Would Israel choose to
retain those settlements for the purpose of placing a security check on the suspected or
anticipated excesses of the Palestinians Arabs? These are fundamental questions that
stare both observers and participators in the process in the face.

Nicole (2023) is of the pinion that since the Oslo Accord, the Two-State solution has
slipped further away owing to lack of political will by the warring parties and negotiators;
and also expressed concerns over the applicability of the formula considering the chances
of agreeing on a working borderline that would define the parameters of both states.
Furness (2025) is of the opinion that Israeli settlement of the West Bank has made a
Palestinian State a territorial impossibility; therefore he considers the Two-State solution a
dead approach or method on the pretext of the impossibility of achieving the famous 1967
border structure.

It has been impossible to get Israel to align with the UN Resolution 242, which mandated
Israel to withdraw from occupied territories. If the Resolution 242 still suffers a setback in
terms of implementation, it becomes more difficult to drag Israel into complying owing to
the lack of confidence in that resolution in guaranteeing the security of Israel as
established by the aggressive conduct of Hamas. The United States Ambassador to Israel
in several interviews have reiterated the American position, which is a clear rejection of a
Palestinian State except one of the neighbouring Arab nation would be willing to give up
territory to host it (Furness, 2025).

9. FETTERED PALESTINIAN GOVERNMENT

Historical records and judgments serve as sufficiently reliable instruments for
understanding the dynamics of foreign policy in international politics and for a near perfect
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forecast or prediction of the patterns and wrangling of major world powers, especially when
national security matters are involved. Top the agenda or priority list of a country are
‘survival and continuity’; and these constitute the threshold of national security that can
engineer critical and deadly actions not minding repercussions, global perceptions and the
aftermath of being charged for war crimes by the International Criminal Court. Cuba was
colonized by Spain and the United States support for the Cuban revolutionary army was a
huge factor in enhancing Cuban victory in the war of independence. But unfortunately
America literally recolonized Cuba from the time of independence (1902) and exercised a
firm grip on the political and economic structures of Cuba. The political architecture was
designed to make the government of Cuba a puppet of the United States for continued grip
and influence. This hegemony was broken by the fierce revolution of 1959, led by Fidel
Castro, which was capitalized by the Soviet Union in installing some nukes facing the
United States, as a retaliation for the Jupiter project in Turkey.

The American national security was seriously threatened by the presence of Soviet nukes
in Cuba. The need to recapture Cuba became a top US policy, which informed the
unimplemented Operation Mongoose; an operation designed to kill Fidel Castro and re-
establish the American hegemony in Cuba. The Israel-Gaza debacle is a semblance of the
security situation the US had to deal with in Cuba. Hamas has constantly posed a security
threat to Israel; a reality that has precipitated the ongoing war. It could be argued that,
after the Israeli military expedition in Gaza, the Israeli government would not retrieve her
forces and allow Hamas the luxury of regrouping and regaining momentum. An intense and
critical security architecture would be installed to constantly spy and comb through the
Strip for the purpose of forestalling another surprise assault. This may require going as far
as installing an Israeli puppet government in Gaza, loyal to the security and political
interest of Israel.

In a systematic asymmetric power relations that may ensue between Israel and the
Palestinian State (if created), the control of the Palestinian State territory would be in the
best security interest of Israel. No nation with the military capability of Israel and access to
military hardware from a country like the United States would take chances after such
devastating assaults from Hamas. There is no degree of pressure from the international
community that can compel Israel to desist from developing an imperialistic or neo-
colonialist structure for the purpose of constantly taming the excesses of Hamas or any
anti-Jewish political organization that may emerge from Gaza and the West Bank.

Interestingly, all the countries accusing Israel of committing genocide and crimes against
humanity would not have performed any less in terms of retaliation and military expedition.
As a matter of fact, most countries would have done far worse if hedged in the Israeli
predicament. The dream of a Palestinian nation has been shrinking and the chances of
good neighbourliness has been ruined by the aggressions of Hamas. Taking chances would
be a dangerous and highly risky because the next assaults may unleash a dimension of
terror that may leave a permanent dent on the Israeli nation and history. Hamas has
constituted a shredding thorn on the flesh of the Israeli nation and as a matter of fact
threatens to remain so if not eliminated. It could be argued that no serious minded nation
situated next to Hamas would operate a relaxed security architecture; the nature of the
conduct of Hamas calls for an offensive military and security method
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9. RECOMMENDATION

It is important for the international community to demonstrate political courage and take
irreversible action to advance the establishment of a sovereign Palestinian state side-by-
side Israel (Elad, 2025). The realization of a two-state structure in Palestine could have
been easier between the time of the pronouncement of the United Nations Partition-Plan in
1947 and 1948 when the State of Israel was declared. The Partition Plan brilliantly defined
the process of attainment of independence of both parties, which was to commence with
the withdrawal of the Armed forces of the mandatory power not later than 1st of August,
1948 (UNGA Resolution, 1948).

Both parties were expected to design a blueprint for nationhood to be approved by the
United Nations as a part of the plan. And most importantly, the UN Partition-Plan did a
geographical reconfiguration that reasonably divided the territory between the Jewish
people and the Palestinian Arabs, and it was to set the stage for the application of a two-
state agenda. That political window would have graciously served that purpose, but the
idea of resorting to war for the purpose of destroying the State of Israel ruined it and
created far more complex problems the region is grappling with.
For the realization of a two-state solution through steadfast willingness, this study
recommends that the international community embarks on:

1. Rebuilding damaged infrastructures in Gaza;

2. Define a permanent borderline through negotiation;

3. Support the process of building trust required for good neighbourliness;

4. The process must encapsulate a reliably secured environment for both parties;

With trust comes respect and recognition from Israel, and the recognition of the sovereign
status of the Palestine State promises to seal the deal and solidify the arrangement of a
two-state structure in Palestine.

10. CONCLUSION

The attainment of the parameters of a modern state for the Palestinian people as defined
by the 1648 Westphalia treaty would precede the attainment of a two-state status in
Palestine. It is expected to be a long term plan that would travel through several corridors
where the parameters would be gradually developed. So, the recommended modalities for
the ease of gradual realization and alignment with the conceptual assumptions of a
modern State must be closely monitored by the United Nations and global partners for
enduring peace in the Palestine. The attainment of a two-state solution would heavily rely
on the success of the attainment of a sovereign character for the Palestinian State,
recognized and respected by the State of Israel.
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