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ABSTRACT 
 
Domestic violence, which has become a major problem in Nigeria today, requires immediate 
action. This is necessary due to a persistent lack of attention paid to this facet of male and 
female relationships in the country at both the individual and governmental levels. As tenacious 
as it is devastating Domestic violence, which has become a serious problem in Nigeria, needs 
to be addressed urgently. This is necessary due to a persistent lack of attention paid to this facet 
of male and female relationships in the country at both the individual and governmental levels. 
As persistent and devastating as this issue is, it is not a topic freely or openly discussed until 
the emergence of the new media. Men, too, have been victims of this social vice, and have 
retreated into a spiral of silence, refusing to accept or discuss their experiences in public. 
Religious convictions, cultural orientation, and the fear of stigmatization are only a few of the 
variables that contribute to the lack of public discussion of domestic abuse, particularly against 
women. The traditional media have also neither helped in disseminating enough information on 
the possible effects of domestic violence on victims nor suggested ways to handle it effectively. 
This has further empowered the spiral of silence among victims. The study engages a desktop-
style of investigation to gather its data.  Relying upon three theories, viz: Uses and gratification, 
technological determinism, and the cycle of violence, this study is set to examine how the new 
media, especially the Internet, Facebook, and Twitter have influenced the public’s perception of 
domestic violence, and how it has reinforced the public’s awareness. The paper also offers a 
general review of the present state of spousal violence in Nigeria during the Covid-19 pandemic 
lockdown. 
 
Keywords: Audience, Domestic violence, Perception, Re-examining, social media. 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION  
 
Domestic violence, also known as ‘domestic abuse’, is a global phenomenon of a pattern of 
behaviour in any relationship that is used to gain or maintain power and control over an intimate 
partner. It can be physical, sexual, emotional, economic, or psychological actions or threats of 
actions that frighten, intimidate, terrorizes, manipulate, hurt, humiliate, blame, injure, or wound 
the other person (UNICEF, 2019). Domestic violence, also known as intimate partner violence 
(IPV), is a gender-based issue that cuts across nations, cultures, religions, and social classes. It 
is a severe social problem in both developed and developing countries and it can take different 
forms of assault like kicking, slapping, striking, throwing things, and even death by stabbing or 
shooting (Enakele, 2019). It could also include rape, acid attacks, molestation, and corporal 
punishment (CLEEN, 2019). 
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Domestic violence, according to Fawole, Okedare, and Reed (2021), is a global health problem 
that affects one in every three women of reproductive age and is linked to a slew of negative 
mental, sexual, and reproductive health effects. In a similar vein, Enakele (2019) states that 
about 12% of men have been subjected to various forms of physical aggression by their female 
partners, with 4 percent or over 2.5 million men in the United States experiencing severe 
violence. He further states that female-perpetrated violence was responsible for 40% of all 
domestic violence injuries within a year and that 27% of all injuries required medical attention. 
 
Traditionally, domestic violence is mostly committed against females, although men are being 
recently abused (CLEEN, 2019). Most women in Nigeria, according to Folami (2013) are 
reluctant to report cases of domestic violence to the police due to religious beliefs, cultural 
beliefs, and fear of stigmatization. Domestic violence against males is also a problem that most 
men face in silence, fear, and shame due to their masculine nature, which makes violence 
against them go mainly unreported. Men are more typically perceived as the aggressor and 
women as the sufferer in any relationship, even though women do perpetrate violence within 
intimate relationships and, in some cases, kill their male partners (Enakele, 2019). 
 
This corroborates the report of the CLEEN Foundation (2019) that domestic violence, especially 
within families and the community, are shrouded in secrecy. Victims are reluctant to report 
domestic violence because they fear being stigmatized. They are also hesitant to report 
domestic violence because police reportedly turn away victims at police stations because it is a 
private or family matter (CLEEN, 2019). Most women have therefore swallowed the cultural and 
religious belief that hitting a woman is a normal way of disciplining an erring spouse (UNICEF, 
2001) or as a therapy through which a man can conveniently vent his anger or frustration on a 
‘lesser being’ who is his wife or children (Agene, 2017).  
 
However, the advent of the new media has made it possible for everyone to enjoy the benefits 
of high technology mass media which are not only faster than the old school mass media but 
also have a wider range. According to Akintayo and Ekeh (2020), the internet, as well as social 
media platforms, have opened up several new opportunities for mass communication. This has 
further exposed the act, prevalence, and effect of domestic violence in relationships. A case 
which got increased during the COVID-19 pandemic in both developed and developing countries, 
including Nigeria.  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) has a global pandemic impact on health, economy, and interpersonal 
connections. It has a tremendous impact on relationships, particularly intimate partnerships. 
Domestic abuse complaints against women were high before the COVID-19 shutdown, but the 
lockdown policy of most national governments, including Nigeria, made things worse (Uzobo & 
Ayinmoro, 2021). According to another survey by Fawole et al. (2021), IPV incidents increased 
in the Chinese province of Hubei to a threefold increase in occurrences. It also increased by 
33%, 30%, and 25% in Singapore, France, Cyprus, and Argentina, respectively. IPV occurrence 
and demand for shelter increased dramatically during the COVID-19 shutdown, according to 
reports from Brazil, Canada, Germany, Italy, Spain, the United Kingdom, and the United States 
(Fawole et al., 2021). 
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In Nigeria, the scenario is similar. The Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence Response 
Team reported in Fawole et al. (2021) that hotline calls doubled during the lockdown in the state 
more than before. To deal with the high volume of calls, the response team added more handlers 
to its hotlines. Statistics also show that the two-week total lockdown imposed on Lagos and 
Ogun states, as well as the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, from the 19th of March to the 2nd 
of May, resulted in a considerable spike in domestic violence of up to 56%. IPV cases increased 
from 346 in March to 794 in early April during the first two weeks of the shutdown (Fawole et 
al., 2021). 
 
This study, therefore, examines how the new media, especially the Internet, Facebook, and 
Twitter have influenced the public’s perception of domestic violence, and how it has reinforced 
the public’s awareness. The paper also offers a general review of the present state of spousal 
violence in Nigeria during the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown. 
 
The objectives of this paper are to: 
1. Examine how the new media influence the public’s perception of domestic violence 
2. Ascertain how social media reinforce the public’s awareness 
 
1.1 Theoretical Framework 
Three theories were used for the framework for this research; Technological/Media 
determinism; Uses and gratification and Cycle of violence. 
 
Technological Media Determinism (propounded by Marshall McLuhan) assumes that a society’s 
technology drives the development of its social structure and cultural values. This shows the 
power of the media to impact society. It’s more of the medium is the message. It brings about a 
change in society. The theory protrudes to technology as the basis of the effects of mass media 
messages on the audience or receivers of these messages, thereby shifting the attention from 
the contents of the message to the medium. This transforms our experience of our society and 
ourselves. Therefore, as technology advances from time to time, so do the mass media take on 
new forms and this affects the change in the society’s way of communication. 
 
Daramola and Hamilton (2011) posit that technology determinism is a reductionist theory that 
presumes that a society’s technology drives the development of its social structure and cultural 
values. This term is believed to have been originally coined by the American sociologist, 
Thorstein Veblen (1857-1929). To the proponents of technological determinism, society is 
influenced and shaped by technological development through adaptation and adjustment to 
new technologies and innovations. The expansion of computers, networks, and the Internet has 
radically changed many aspects of not only human communication but also the entire society’s 
life. The way individuals in the society relate, shop, send and receive money, recruit staff, 
educate their wards, hold meetings, and even pay dues or taxes has been influenced by the 
increasing popularity of the new media (Hauer, 2017). 
 
The hard or radical technological determinists postulate that the technologies represent a 
prerequisite for changing the society, arguing that the negative consequences of the 
technological development are the result of poor use by the people, not of the very nature of 
technology (Hauer, 2017). This is why Harold Innis and Marshall McLuhan who are the leading 
media determinists see the relationship between technology and society as a “Cause and Effect” 
relationship. (Daramola & Hamilton, 2011). The moderate or soft determinist however believes 
and posits that technology is only a key factor that may or may not mean a change.  
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To the proponents, there is the social aspect of the society which makes the relationship 
between technology and the society an inter-twining one. To them, society is modeled by the 
technical change and the technical change is created by the society. Society is therefore defined 
by both means of technologies that it can create, and those which it decides to use and develop 
rather than others (Hauer, 2017). M. Castells in Hauer (2017) calls the relations between 
technology and society “social embeddedness” 
 
The Uses and Gratification theory assumes the activeness of the audience in choosing the media 
to meet their needs. Propounded by Elihu Karts et al, the theory posits that the audience is not 
passive but active in interpreting and integrating the media into their lives. It deals more with 
what the people do with media than what the media does to the people. It also postulates that 
the audience is responsible for choosing the media to meet their needs, which means that they 
use the media to satisfy specific gratifications (Daramola & Hamilton, 2011). This means that 
the audience has different reasons for using the media. Also, media consumers are free to 
decide how they will use the media and how it will affect them.   
 
The Internet World Statistics has revealed the global internet users to be gratifying as the 
number of internet users globally as of March 2021 increased to 5,168,780,607 with a 
penetration rate of 65.6 % out of the estimated global population of 7,875,765,587 
(internetworldstats.com, 2021).  The increase in internet use among Nigerians has increased 
from 23,982,200 (16.1%) in December 2009 to 126,078,999 (61.2 %) in June 2020 of the 
entire estimated population of 206,139,589 (Daramola & Hamilton, 2009; 
internetworldstats.com, 20212011). And the rapid growth of the internet and social media has 
strengthened the use of this theory because it requires a higher level of interactivity from its 
users in comparison with other traditional media like radio, television, newspaper, and 
magazines. October 4, 2021, six hours of the shutdown of Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram 
further revealed the effect. This further shows that quite a several people use the internet for 
information and other gratifying needs. 
 
The Cycle of Violence Theory, also known as the cycle of abuse, is a theoretical model that 
explains the patterns of conduct displayed by both the aggressor and the victim in a relationship 
that may or may not include marriage. The cycle of violence theory, proposed by Lenore Walker 
in 1979, states that harsh and punitive parenting practices enhance the likelihood of 
subsequent aggressive conduct and potential domestic violence. Though some sources have 
changed the notion, it arose at a time when much research focused on crime victims and how 
victimization happens. The cycle of violence is broken down into three stages: the honeymoon 
phase, the tension-building phase, and an acute explosion. These phases are depicted to show 
denial by both parties in the relationship that the problem exists or is as severe as it is. 
 
The honeymoon phase in the cycle of violence is the serene stage of the relationship when 
everything appears to be normal and pleasant. At this point, the aggressor appears sympathetic, 
passionate, and even jealous, giving the victim the impression that the aggressor cares about 
them. To regain the victim's confidence and affection, the aggressor may apologize and promise 
to never act abusively again. They may also make other promises about their behaviour. All of 
this encourages the victim to continue in the relationship, and if any legal actions are pending 
against the aggressor, they may choose to drop them and return to the relationship (Cycle of 
Violence: Theory & Diagram, 2017). 
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Between the honeymoon and the acute explosion phases is the tension-building phase. 
Derogatory words toward the victim, hypercritical comments and fault-finding, extreme 
moodiness, possibly drinking and/or drug addiction, screaming, and the withdrawal of affection 
are all examples of this stage. The victim is practically walking on eggshells at this time, and 
their actions may include avoiding relatives and friends, keeping children in the relationship 
quiet from speaking out as well and being caring toward the aggressor by attempting to please 
the aggressor in all ways. They accept and agree with the aggressor's claims or statements, even 
if they are offensive or derogatory remarks towards them. The acute explosion phase involves 
an act of violence on the part of the aggressor toward the victim in the relationship. Physical 
abuse, such as striking, using weapons on the victim, and rape, takes place here. At this stage, 
the aggressor may destroy property by smashing glass bottles, punching or kicking a hole in a 
wall, forcing a locked door open, or slamming a door shut (Cycle of Violence: Theory & Diagram, 
2017). 
 
The cycle of violence is not unbreakable, according to Wright, Turanovic, O'Neal & Morse (2016). 
There are protective characteristics that can minimize aggression in adults who have been 
mistreated as children. Individual protective elements of self-control, social protective factors 
such as work happiness, college attendance, and college graduation and marriage are a few 
protective measures for such individuals, depending on the level and depth of their child abuse. 
This aims to demonstrate that coping with the negative effects of abuse is not a "one-size-fits-
all" approach (Wright, et al., 2016). 
 
2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
 
According to the study by CLEEN Foundation (2019), domestic violence is prevalent in Nigeria 
with a nationwide increase from 30% in 2013 to an overwhelming 97% in 2018 and a 15% 
reduction, making it 82% in 2019 (CLEEN, 2019; NOIPolls, 2019). The June 5 2020 report of 
Premium Times of a 22-year-old Halima Bulama whose right arm was hacked by her 22-year-old 
husband, Ba’ari Abacha, as punishment for disobeying him in attending a relative’s wedding 
ceremony in Kasaisa community in Damaturu, Yobe State, in Northeast Nigeria shows the 
magnitude of the menace of domestic violence in the country despite the growing campaign 
against it. The Lagos State Domestic and Gender Violence Response Team (DSVRT) in its report 
acknowledge a peak of domestic violence between spouses in March 2020 with a total of 390 
reports in the month, an average of 13 new cases daily. The team also recorded a 60% increase 
in domestic violence, a 30% rise in sexual violence, and a 10% increase in physical child abuse 
(Premium Times, 2020). 
 
The report also revealed the result of a study commissioned by Nigeria’s ministry of women’s 
affairs and social development and the United Nations Population Fund (UNPFA) Nigeria, with 
support from the Norwegian Government, that 28% of Nigerian women aged 25-29 have 
experienced some form of physical violence since age 15. The study further stated that 15% of 
women experienced physical violence within 12 months, while 25% of married women or those 
living with their spouses have experienced violence (Premium Times, June 5, 2020). 
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This corroborates the eighth Secretary-General of the United Nations (UN), Mr. Ban Ki-Moon’s 
statement during the November 2012 International Day for the elimination of violence against 
women: 
 

Millions of women and girls around the world are assaulted, beaten, raped, mutilated, 
or even murdered in what constitutes appalling violations of their human rights. From 
battlefield to home, on the street, at school, in the workplace, or in their community, up 
to 70% of women experience physical or sexual violence at some point in their lifetime. 
As many as a quarter of all pregnant women are affected. All too often, perpetrators go 
unpunished. Women and girls are afraid to speak out because of a culture of impunity. 
We must fight the sense of fear and shame that punishes victims who have already 
endured crime and now face stigma. It is the perpetrators who should feel disgraced, 
not their victims. 

 
This is why the 16 days of activism of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women in 2019 became an avenue to pass awareness to society on the effect of domestic 
violence (NOIPolls, 2019). This report, which is found on social media, further shows the impact 
of social media on the presentation of domestic violence to the Nigerian audience. The public 
opinion poll conducted by NOIPolls in November 2019 in commemoration of the International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, to access the perceptions of Nigerians on 
domestic violence, its prevalence, practice, reporting of incidence as well as recommendations 
on how it can be curbed, shows that despite prohibition by Section 34 (1) of the 1999 
Constitution, which guarantees the rights of Nigerians against torture and other cold-hearted or 
degrading treatment; 82% of Nigerians  percent) disclosed that domestic violence of men 
against women is prevalent in the country with 43% of respondents agreeing that men are also 
abused domestically. 
 
The Corona Virus (COVID-19) pandemic further increased the rate of domestic violence globally. 
In a report presented by United Nations Women with UNFPA, UNODC, and UNICEF on behalf of 
the UN System in Nigeria, the COVID-19 pandemic has increased the deeply rooted harmful 
patriarchal social, cultural, traditional, and religious norms of gender-based violence crisis faced 
by the world as police reports of domestic violence in China were three times higher in February 
2020 compared to reports from the previous year. Also in Argentina, Canada, France, Germany, 
Spain, the United Kingdom, and the United States, government authorities, women’s rights 
activists, and civil society partners flagged reports of increased domestic violence during the 
crisis and heightened demand for emergency shelter (Lamptey, Hawkins, Tallen, 2020). 
 
 Nigeria is not left out in the global trend of increased gender-based violence Gender-Based 
Violence with a significant increase in Lagos State, Abuja, and Ogun State during the initial 
lockdown on 30 March 2020. The Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence Response Team 
reported a three-fold increase in the number of telephone calls received through their hotlines 
in one month. In particular, service providers reported a sharp increase in cases of intimate 
partner violence and domestic violence. Data on reported incidents of Gender-Based Violence 
(GBV) cases in Nigeria based on preliminary information from 24 states shows that in March, 
the total number of GBV incidents reported was 346, while in the first part of April, incident 
reports spiked to 794, depicting a 56% increase in just two weeks of lockdown with some of 
these violent incidents tragically resulted in the death of victims. While federal and state 
governments put these measures in place to contain the spread of the virus, survivors of abuse 
have found themselves confined in their homes with abusers for weeks on end (Lamptey et al., 
2020). 
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3. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE MEDIA TO THE SOCIETY 
 
The mass media, which, according to Akintayo and Ekeh (2020), include the print (newspapers, 
magazines, booklets, brochures, newsletters, flyers, billboards, press releases, books); 
electronic (television, radio); and new media (mobile phones, internet) have remained an 
effective means of communication, spreading information, expressing and sharing views, 
opinions and idea. The media are therefore saddled with the responsibility of disseminating 
information, educating, orientating, and entertaining the public. Project Alert (2014) however 
revealed that not too many television stations create awareness of this issue of domestic 
violence. The awareness created to the public has been so far made possible through the 
support of somebodies and individuals. A compilation of cases of domestic violence in a series 
of the Foundation’s book shows that most awareness of domestic violence to the public in 
Nigeria is from the print media, rallies by non-government organizations, and very few personal 
interactions with the victims or third person. This inadequate broadcast report of domestic 
violence gave rise to the necessity and inquisitiveness of a solution that the new media provided. 
 
3.1 The Emergence of the New Media 
The advent of the new media, according to Akintayo and Ekeh (2020), has made it possible for 
everyone to enjoy the benefits of high technology mass media which are not only faster than the 
old school mass media but also have a wider range. The internet has opened up several new 
opportunities for mass communication which include e-mail, websites, podcasts, e-forums, e-
books, blogging, and internet TV among many others. The social networking sites like Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn, have further revolutionized the communication field. 
These have made communication easier, more interesting and engaging, entertaining and 
interacting. 
 
Olorode in Olorunpomi (2014) stated that the new media is essentially a cyber-culture with 
modern computer technology, digitally controlled by software, and the latest fast developing 
communication technology. According to him, most technologies described as new media are 
digital and are often networkable, dense, comprehensive, interactive, and impartial. Examples 
are the internet, website, computer multimedia, etc. This also goes with the view of Denis 
McQuail (2010) who refers to new media as a disparate set of communication technologies that 
share novelty and are digitalized and widely available for personal use as communication 
devices. McQuail groups most of the new media under the heading ‘Internet.’  The professor 
emeritus noted that the new media’s entrance into the sphere of mass communication has 
direct or indirect consequences for the traditional mass media in the sense that it transgresses 
the limit of the print and broadcast models by enabling many-to-many conversations as well as 
even incorporating radio, film and television elements all encoded in binary style, and distributed 
across massive and diversified audiences using push technology.   
 
Some of the huge changes the new media has foisted on the mass communication process 
include; digitalization and convergence of all aspects of media; increase in interactivity and 
network connectivity; mobility and de-location of sending and receiving messages; adaptation 
of publication and audience roles; the appearance of diverse new forms of media ‘gateway’ and 
fragmentation and blurring of the ‘media institution’. New media includes Web sites, streaming 
audio and video, chat rooms, emails, online communities, web advertising, DVD and CD ROM 
media, virtual reality environments, integration of digital data with the telephone, internet 
telephony, digital camera, mobile computing. 
 
 



Proceedings of the LASUSTECH 30th iSTEAMS Multidisciplinary Innovations Conference, 2022 
ISBN- 978-978-57388-7-2 

 
 
 

321 
 

3.2 The Internet 
The internet has become an inevitable bridge for Nigerians and the world at large to regroup 
and discuss social, political, cultural, religious, and economic issues facing them. The internet 
started in America with an initiative from President Dwight D. Eisenhower who saw the need for 
an Advanced Research Project Agency (ARPA) that would cater to America’s computer 
networking and communication in 1957 (Gromov,1995; McCormick, 2002) in Olorunpomi 
(2014). This computer networking and communication was used mainly by giant organisations 
like the military and the government. The commercialization of the internet began in the 1990s. 
It became a communication medium between persons. Then computers all over the world were 
able to receive data and sounds from other computers stationed in other countries. Computer-
mediated communication (CMC) became very popular for interpersonal communication. It then 
became possible for people to use the internet to send and receive email messages, thereby 
helping in reducing mobility and making the world a global village. 
 
Nigerians before the advent of the new media got informed about events in the society and 
country via the early morning newspapers which got improved with the birth of the broadcast 
media (radio and television), especially with the re-diffusion of network news and later on with 
the proliferation of private broadcast media. The advent of new media has made live updates 
reach citizens effortlessly and wherever they are (Akintayo & Ekeh, 2020). The internet has 
inspired interaction and connectivity among Nigerians and the world globally through its social 
networking medium. This has greatly impacted the mainstream media in that many traditional 
media now have their presence also on the internet so as not to lose their audience. People do 
not bother too much when events or programmes are missed on the traditional media as they 
can go back to watch them on the internet.  
 
3.3 Facebook  
Facebook is an online community, a social network service and website (www.facebook.com) 
launched in February 2004 by Mark Zuckerberg and his fellow college students, Eduardo 
Saverin, Andrew Mccollum, and Dustin Moskovitz, and Chris Hughes. The Harvard College 
students founded it with the original intention to serve as a digitised version of the ‘face books’ 
held by Harvard’s various colleges, which were paper directories containing images and 
personal information about students. The network received a fast entrance into other Boston 
universities like the Ivy League and eventually all US universities and in August 2005, it became 
Facebook.com after the address was purchased for $200,000. This marked the beginning of its 
spread worldwide, reaching UK universities the following month (Daramola & Hamilton; World 
Population Review; Facebook Revenue; The Guardian.com; Usage Statistics, 2021). 
 
The American Cable News Network (CNN), reported that Facebook had 2.91 billion monthly 
active users around the world with 68,177 full-time employees, as of September 30, 2021. 
Despite its gridlock in North Korea and China due to its little to no moderation, the platform is 
the most popular social network in the world with other products like Instagram, Messenger, 
WhatsApp, and Giphy, among others. Facebook acquired Instagram in 2012, WhatsApp in 2014, 
and Giphy in 2020. The platform announced having over 3 million followers in March 2016, over 
70% of which were from outside the United States. Most of Facebook’s $70.7 billion revenue 
comes from advertising. The social network service is also considered one of the Big Five 
technology companies alongside Apple, Google, Microsoft, and Amazon. 
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Facebook has grown rapidly worldwide, with almost every country having Facebook users due 
to easy access to the platform. The platform has also helped political campaigns and discuss, 
deliver news, organize movements and protests among many other activities. Users may create 
a personal profile, add other users as friends, exchange messages, including automatic 
notifications when they update their profile, join common-interest user groups, Countries that 
have censored the social media platform include: Austria, Bangladesh, China, Egypt, France, 
Germany, India, Iran, Israel, North Korea, Malaysia, Mauritius, Morocco, Pakistan, Russia, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom, and Vietnam.  
 
While the countries with the highest number of users include: India (251 million), the United 
States (240 million), Brazil (139 million), Indonesia (136.96 million), Mexico (78 million), the 
Philippines (71.76 million), Vietnam (66.72 million), Thailand (46 million), United Kingdom (44 
million), and Turkey (44 million). 
Facebook Founder/CEO, Zuckerberg once said, “If Facebook were a country, it would be the 
eighth-most populated in the world, just ahead of Japan, Russia and Nigeria.”  Nigeria has been 
ranked as Facebook’s biggest market in Africa with 33 million active monthly users and 16 
million active daily users. This is about 6 million added users to the 27,120,000 active users in 
2019 (Techpoint Africa and World Population Review, 2021). This tops the estimated 9.9 million 
monthly active users in Kenya and 4.7 million daily users) and South Africa’s 28 million monthly 
active users and 16 million daily active users. 
 
3.4 Twitter 
Twitter is an online microblogging service for distributing short messages among groups of 
recipients via personal computer or mobile telephone. Created by Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Biz 
Stone, and Evan Williams in March 2006 and launched in July of that year under the San 
Francisco-based podcasting company called Odeo, it was originally launched as ‘Twit’, inspired 
in part by bird sounds and was later changed to ‘Twitter’ six months later, with a 140-character 
maximum limit for the message which was later increased to 280 characters.  Though not as 
widely used as Facebook, Twitter has increasingly become a source of breaking news and 
information, especially for younger users. This has also made social and national issues easily 
accessible to the public. An example is former American President, Donald Trump, who was 
outspoken on Twitter throughout his campaign in 2016 and often tweeted policy decisions or 
other announcements during his administration until he was banned from accessing the 
platform in 2021 for allegedly using it to incite violence. 
 
Like other social media companies, Twitter and Dorsey, its CEO, have faced pressure to police 
the content on the site more closely to prevent bullying, harassment, and hate speech, as well 
as better, protect its users’ privacy. Twitter’s user base exploded at the South by Southwest 
convention in Austin, Texas, in March 2007, when more than 60,000 tweets were sent per day 
and grew rapidly from there. A New York report recorded that by 2013, the company had more 
than 200 million active users and over 2,000 employees (History.com editors). Until its ban in 
Nigeria by the president of Nigeria on June 5, 2021, Nigeria is one of the African countries with 
huge active users of Twitter. A report by fact-checking platform puts the estimated number of 
Twitter users in Nigeria at around 3 million (AricaCheck). The ban was lifted with conditions 
during the Presidential Speech that marked the 61st Independence of the country. 
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4. CONCLUSION  

It is evident, from this study, that social media have increased the awareness of the public on 
the cases of domestic violence. Through the internet and social media, campaigns, advocacies, 
and training have been made available to the audience on how victims can identify signs of an 
abuser and report them. Continued sensitizations and safety measures have also been made 
public as well as helplines for victims. Although more work still needs to be done to fully sensitize 
the audience, social media have broadened the audience’s perception of domestic violence 
more than the traditional media have done in time past. Most media houses that now have their 
presence online, have also trod the path of using their online platforms to spread the awareness 
through their reportage of domestic violence. It has, to a large extent, exposed to the audience 
the ways to handle any form of domestic violence by reporting it to appropriate quarters.  
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Even though the lockdown has been lifted and the pandemic is gradually waning as there has 
been relaxation on the prevention measures like mask-wearing, washing of hands, etcetera, the 
pandemic's social and economic effects still abound. This may result in increased stress and 
risk factors for domestic violence. It is therefore recommended that  

1. there should be involvement of the government especially the state governments in 
pushing the awareness, sensitization, and management of domestic violence further by 
supporting the NGOs and having a punishable measurement for an abuser, as seen in 
a few states like Lagos state, where domestic violence is now a crime against the state. 

2. Therapy, especially psychological should be provided for people with abusive tendencies 
to avoid perpetration. This can be done by encouraging early reports by the partner or 
spouse. 

3. We also recommend that government-involved awareness campaigns in communities 
be introduced in areas where it has not and be increased in places where they exist to 
afford unsuspecting victims the privilege of understanding their situation, thereby 
embarking on emotional and professional help.  

4. Children in an abusive environment or family should be subjected to psycho and 
emotional therapy to avoid future repetition of what they have been used to.  

5. During times of crisis, family and community members must also be more involved and 
supportive of abused victims.  

6. More research and novel techniques are needed to help victims of IPV.  
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